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AL Approaches to Learning 6: Approaches to Learning
Engages and Interacts AL3 Attention, Engagement, and Persistence

AL.37-48.1 Demonstrate increasing interest in
interactions within his environment.

AL1.1(3) Shows a willingness to participate; shows
eagerness to join play events, experiments, and exploring
activities; tries new activities independently

AL.37-48.2 Demonstrate ability to act out more complex
pretend play scenarios.

AL2.1(3) Generates ideas and suggestions in play
situations; creates imaginative stories and begins to
attempt joke telling

AL.37-48.3 Demonstrate awareness of connection
between prior and new knowledge.

AL4.1(3) Recalls and applies routine knowledge (looks
for seatbelt in vehicle, expects ball to come back when
bounced); plays memory games

Flexibility and Inventiveness AL2 Creative Thinking, Problem-Solving, Reasoning

AL.37-48.4 Attempt more challenging things.
AL3.1(3) Attends to tasks even when challenged; seeks
help to overcome problems; ignores some interruptions
and distractions

AL.37-48.5 Continue to ask questions for information or
clarification.

AL2.2(3) Asks more complex questions for clarification
to seek meaningful information; makes comparisons
among objects and groups; explores cause/effect
relationships and varies action to change the reaction

AL.37-48.6 Use materials in complex ways, may use in
ways other than originally intended.

AL2.1(3) Generates ideas and suggestions in play
situations; creates imaginative stories and begins to
attempt joke telling

Problem Solving AL2 Creative Thinking, Problem-Solving, Reasoning

AL.37-48.7 Identify a problem and sometimes solve it
with the help of others.

AL2.3(3) Begins to think problems through, considering
possibilities with adult assistance; makes a simple plan
and follows through with adult reminders

AL.37-48.8 Continue to make things happen within his
environment.

AL2.2(3) Asks more complex questions for clarification
to seek meaningful information; makes comparisons



among objects and groups; explores cause/effect
relationships and varies action to change the reaction

Persistence AL3 Attention, Engagement, and Persistence

AL.37-48.9 Stay interested in an activity for longer
periods of time.

AL3.1(3) Attends to tasks even when challenged; seeks
help to overcome problems; ignores some interruptions
and distractions

AL.37-48.10 Work at a task or activity for longer periods
of time.

AL3.1(3) Attends to tasks even when challenged; seeks
help to overcome problems; ignores some interruptions
and distractions

SE Social Emotional Development 5: Social-Emotional Development
Self-Awareness (Self-Concept) SE1 Self-Awareness and Self-Concept

SE.37-48.1 Show positive self-esteem.
SE1.3(3) Shows awareness of ability to do many things
and interest in work of others; begins to clean up
work/play space with adult prompting

SE.37-48.2 Verbalize feelings, needs and wants. SE1.2(3) Expresses preferences; chooses activities that
are preferred or come easily

SE.37-48.3 Show greater comfort with independence and
increased feelings of self- worth.

SE1.3(3) Shows awareness of ability to do many things
and interest in work of others; begins to clean up
work/play space with adult prompting

Self- Regulation (Self-Control) SE4 Self-Regulation

SE.37-48.4 Manage own behavior with increasing skill.
SE4.1(3) Demonstrates increasing self-direction,
independence, and control; calms self with minimal adult
support; increasingly handles transitions appropriately

SE.37-48.5 Begin to demonstrate an understanding of
social expectations.

SE4.1(3) Demonstrates increasing self-direction,
independence, and control; calms self with minimal adult
support; increasingly handles transitions appropriately

Cooperation SE2 Trust and Relationships

SE.37-48.6 Engage in cooperative play with other
children.

SE2.2(3) Interacts with one or more children; develops
special friendships; participates in group song, dance,
acting/role-play; uses play to explore and practice social
roles and relationships; seeks and accepts adult help to
solve conflicts with peers



SE.37-48.7 Begin to develop more complex pretend play
themes.

SE2.2(3) Interacts with one or more children; develops
special friendships; participates in group song, dance,
acting/role-play; uses play to explore and practice social
roles and relationships; seeks and accepts adult help to
solve conflicts with peers

SE.37-48.8 Show increasing willingness to work out
problems with peers.

SE2.2(3) Interacts with one or more children; develops
special friendships; participates in group song, dance,
acting/role-play; uses play to explore and practice social
roles and relationships; seeks and accepts adult help to
solve conflicts with peers

SE.37-48.9 Show increasing ability to understand the
feelings of others.

SE3.1(3) Acknowledges various emotions and feelings
of others; may offer to help meet the needs of others

LE Language and Early Literacy 1: Language/Literacy
Receptive Language L1 Receptive Language (Listening)

LE.37-48.1 Listen with understanding and interest to
conversations, directions, music and a variety of reading
materials.

L1.1(3) Follows two and three-step directions of
increasing complexity; listens and responds to simple
rhymes and rhythms; gains meaning listening to stories,
informational texts, directions, and conversations with
adult support; understands verbal and nonverbal cues.

Expressive Language L2 Expressive Language (Speaking)

LE.37-48.2 Use language for a variety of purposes.

L2.1(3) Speaks more clearly and is understood by most
familiar adults; asks simple questions to extend
conversation; begins to use some verbal and nonverbal
conversational rules; listens to and repeats words in
world languages and sign language.

Speech L2 Expressive Language (Speaking)

LE.37-48.3 Produce speech that is clear enough to be
understood by most people.

L2.1(3) Speaks more clearly and is understood by most
familiar adults; asks simple questions to extend
conversation; begins to use some verbal and nonverbal
conversational rules; listens to and repeats words in
world languages and sign language.

Reading Foundational Skills L3 Foundational Reading
LE.37-48.4 Demonstrate interest in books and what they
contain.

L3.1(3) Shows interest/motivation in reading
fiction/nonfiction; follows along as a book is read;
attempts to retell a story by looking at illustrations;
handles books appropriately; chooses books; identifies
cover of a book; begins to understand story structure



(beginning, middle, end).

LE.37-48.5 Demonstrate knowledge of how to use a
book.

L3.1(3) Shows interest/motivation in reading
fiction/nonfiction; follows along as a book is read;
attempts to retell a story by looking at illustrations;
handles books appropriately; chooses books; identifies
cover of a book; begins to understand story structure
(beginning, middle, end).

LE.37-48.6 Show awareness that print conveys a
message, that print is read rather than pictures.

L3.2(3) With adult support and picture cues, shows
understanding of texts read aloud by answering simple
questions, acting out parts, and identifying characters
from literature or important facts from nonfiction texts.

Writing Behaviors and Skills L4 Writing

LE.37-48.7 Begin to attend to print in the environment,
especially own name.

L3.4(3) Begins to develop alphabetic knowledge (sings
the alphabet song, may identify some letters, especially
those in own name, recognizes and names some letters)
and identifies some environmental print when prompted.

LE.37-48.8 Attempt to "write" own name.

L4.1(3) Shows interest in written expression: scribbling
and letter-like forms, drawing shapes or people, retelling
recent events; shows awareness that a word is made up
of letters; demonstrates age-appropriate writing (tracing,
copying letters in own name and numbers, copying
shapes and symbols).

MA Math 2: Math
Counting and Cardinality M1 Number Sense, Quantity, and Operations

MA.37-48.1 Begin to identify and label objects using
numbers.

M1.1(3) Grows in rote counting and sequencing of
numbers to 10 and beyond; identifies some written
numerals in everyday environment; begins to understand
one-to-one correspondence; compares quantities and
identifies more/less; begins to subitize (recognizes
number of objects in a small set without counting - two
blocks); understands ordinal terms (1st, 2nd, etc.).

Comparing Numbers M1 Number Sense, Quantity, and Operations
MA.37-48.2 Begin to use comparative language such as
more/less, equal to describe objects.

M1.1(3) Grows in rote counting and sequencing of
numbers to 10 and beyond; identifies some written
numerals in everyday environment; begins to understand
one-to-one correspondence; compares quantities and
identifies more/less; begins to subitize (recognizes
number of objects in a small set without counting - two



blocks); understands ordinal terms (1st, 2nd, etc.).

Operations and Algebra M1 Number Sense, Quantity, and Operations

MA.37-48.3 Explores and begins to sort and classify
objects.

M4.1(3) Recognizes patterns telling what comes next;
duplicates simple patterns; identifies pattern groups;
seriates a group of like objects (small, medium, large;
light, dark).

Measurement and Data M3 Measurement and Data

MA.37-48.4 Begin to demonstrate understanding of time,
length, weight, capacity and temperature.

M3.1(3) Uses words to describe measurable attributes
(quantity, length, weight); observes and explores ways to
use tools to measure objects; identifies/names/uses
standard and non-standard units/tools of measure (paper
clips, ruler, scale, measuring cups, etc.) in activities with
adult support across learning domains; arranges objects
according to one measurable attribute.

Geometry and Spatial Sense M2 Geometry and Spatial Sense

MA.37-48.5 Become aware of his body and personal
space during active exploration of physical environment.

M2.2(3) Uses simple positional words (top/bottom,
up/down, in/out, on/off, etc.) to describe location across
learning domains; uses simple directions to move from
place to place.

Problem Solving and Analyzing Data M3 Measurement and Data

MA.37-48.6 Show interest in creating simple graphs.
M3.2(3) With adult support, collects and records
information in different ways across learning domain
(discussion, maps, charts).

S Science 3: Science
Sensory Awareness SC1 Observation and Inquiry

S.37-48.1 Demonstrate growing ability to connect
sensory input with words and expressions.

SC1.1(3) Uses senses to make increasingly complex
observations in the environment; makes simple
predictions and plans to carry out investigations;
describes observations.

Observation and Exploration SC1 Observation and Inquiry

S.37-48.2 Observe surroundings in relation to prior
knowledge and methods.

SC1.1(3) Uses senses to make increasingly complex
observations in the environment; makes simple
predictions and plans to carry out investigations;
describes observations.

Problem Solving SC2 Physical Science



S.37-48.3 Build understanding of reasoning skill and
imagination when planning ways to make things happen.

SC1.1(3) Uses senses to make increasingly complex
observations in the environment; makes simple
predictions and plans to carry out investigations;
describes observations.

Simple Tools SC2 Physical Science
S.37-48.4 Imitate familiar actions in using simple tools
to build knowledge of world through observation and
awareness of surroundings.

SC1.2(3) Uses simple tools to investigate and gather
information (magnifying glass, scale, bug catcher);
groups materials according to observed features.

Earth and Space SC4 Earth Science and Environment

S.37-48.5 Begin to investigate and identify a variety of
earth materials by their observable properties.

SC2.1(3) With adult prompting and support, investigates
and describes how an object's speed and direction can be
changed by using different forces (kick, push, pull);
experiments with light and sound; identifies and
categorizes familiar sounds; experiments and observes
how properties of matter can transform or combine
(water + dirt; freezing water to ice).

Sequencing and Time SC4 Earth Science and Environment

S.37-48.6 Understand sequencing and time in relation to
daily routines.

SS1.1(3) Shows awareness of concepts of time/sequence
of events and sequence of routines (bedtime, lunchtime,
morning, night); uses terms such as time of day,
yesterday, today, tomorrow; begins to understand change
over time when applied to self (own growth)

S.37-48.7 Use acquired knowledge of details of routines
to carry out some routines independently.

SS1.1(3) Shows awareness of concepts of time/sequence
of events and sequence of routines (bedtime, lunchtime,
morning, night); uses terms such as time of day,
yesterday, today, tomorrow; begins to understand change
over time when applied to self (own growth)

S.37-48.8 Demonstrates understanding of simple weather
conditions and related vocabulary.

SC4.1(3) Names objects seen in the sky and describes
features of the earth and sky and differences between day
and night; describes common weather conditions in
current season.

Living Things SC3 Life Science

S.37-48.9 Begin to describe and identify the similarities,
categories, and different structures of familiar plants and
animals.

SC3.1(3) Identifies and compares attributes and
properties of living vs. non-living things; recognizes
changes in living things over lifespans; distinguishes
between adults and offspring; understands needs of
living things in order to live (water, food, sunlight,
shelter).



S.37-48.10 Observe and describe and characteristics and
needs of plants and animals.

SC3.1(3) Identifies and compares attributes and
properties of living vs. non-living things; recognizes
changes in living things over lifespans; distinguishes
between adults and offspring; understands needs of
living things in order to live (water, food, sunlight,
shelter).

Physical Science SC2 Physical Science

S.37-48.9 Describe and categorize objects based on some
observable properties.

M4.2(3) Shows increasing ability to match/sort/classify
by color, size, shape; classifies by one attribute and
makes comparisons across learning domains.

S.37-48.10 Develop an awareness that objects can
change in their environment.

SC2.1(3) With adult prompting and support, investigates
and describes how an object's speed and direction can be
changed by using different forces (kick, push, pull);
experiments with light and sound; identifies and
categorizes familiar sounds; experiments and observes
how properties of matter can transform or combine
(water + dirt; freezing water to ice).

S.37-48.11 Observe, predict, and solve problems based
on prior knowledge and experiences and describe how
objects move.

SC2.1(3) With adult prompting and support, investigates
and describes how an object's speed and direction can be
changed by using different forces (kick, push, pull);
experiments with light and sound; identifies and
categorizes familiar sounds; experiments and observes
how properties of matter can transform or combine
(water + dirt; freezing water to ice).

SS Social Studies 4: Social Studies
Interactions and Culture SS3 Culture, Family, and Community

SS.37-48.1 Begins to understand concept of individual,
culture and community.

SS3.1(3) Shows awareness of and appreciation for
family and cultural stories, music, and rhymes; identifies
cultural characteristics of self, family, and community

SS.37-48.2 Demonstrate increasing interest in unfamiliar
people.

SS3.3(3) Recognizes and identifies some community
helpers, parents' jobs, and careers; adopts roles of family
and community helpers during dramatic play with
realistic props

History SS1 History and Events
SS.37-48.1 Identify common events and routines. SS1.1(3) Shows awareness of concepts of time/sequence

of events and sequence of routines (bedtime, lunchtime,



morning, night); uses terms such as time of day,
yesterday, today, tomorrow; begins to understand change
over time when applied to self (own growth)

SS.37-48.4 Begin to categorize time intervals.

SS1.1(3) Shows awareness of concepts of time/sequence
of events and sequence of routines (bedtime, lunchtime,
morning, night); uses terms such as time of day,
yesterday, today, tomorrow; begins to understand change
over time when applied to self (own growth)

SS.37-48.5 React to changes in environment.

SS2.1(3) Describes characteristics of things in the
environment at school and home; builds roads and
houses using blocks; begins to represent people, places,
and things through drawings, movements, and
construction across learning domains

CA Creative Arts 8: Creative Arts
Music CA2 Music
CA.37-48.1 Enjoy participating in group music activities
and music making activities.

CA2.2(3) Explores musical rhythm, patterns, and beat
through movement, musical instruments, and props

CA.37-48.2 Experiment with voice and instruments. CA2.1(3) Knows and sings songs; uses appropriate tone
in songs requiring loud and soft sounds

Art CA1 Visual Arts
CA.37-48.4 Scribble and paint and begin to use other art
materials.

CA1.1(3) Creates art with different types of materials
and techniques across learning domains

CA.37-48.3 Focus on and shows fascination for fun
things.

CA1.1(3) Creates art with different types of materials
and techniques across learning domains

Dramatic Play and Movement CA4 Dramatic Play and Imagination
CA.37-48.5 Control body to participate in creative
movement and drama.

CA4.1(3) Participates in creative dramatic play and
make believe across learning domains

CA.37-48.6 Become more creative in dramatic play
activities.

CA4.2(3) Uses or makes props to represent another
object (pretends a box is a boat); acts out familiar roles
(teachers, doctors)

PD Physical Development 7: Physical Development and Health
Gross Motor (Large Muscle) PD2 Gross Motor Development



PD.37-48.1 Move with enough control to perform more
complex tasks.

PD2.1(3) Moves body to travel/play games (runs well,
gallops, walks on uneven surfaces, walks backward/in
straight line, broad jumps, hops forward on two feet)

Fine Motor (Small Muscle) PD3 Fine Motor Development

PD.37-48.2 Use hands with increasing control and
precision for a variety of purposes.

PD3.1(3) Refines wrist and finger movements for more
control (pours without spilling from small container,
successful with some fasteners on clothing, folds paper,
manipulates playdough and clay)

Self-Help PD4 Safety Awareness and Self-Care

PD.37-48.3 Begin to perform self-help skills and follows
basic health and safety rules.

PD4.1(3) Recognizes and avoids potentially harmful
items and situations with guidance; begins to follow
basic safety and health rules

Source: Tennessee Department of Education (2013)
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